
CONCORD TOWN.
Interesting Sketch ot the Revolution¬

ary Birthplace.

UNCHANGING AND UNCHANGED.

TIIE TOWN OF CONCORD.
Concobd, Man., April 14, 1875.

Concord ia muted a pleasant town, »nd though
Mr. James Russell Lowell baa sung or ua modern
population tbat

nowadnys the bridge ain't wat they show
bo uiucl) ez Ern'son, Ha wi borne anu Thoreau.

It la the grandest village in ull America in its past
aa well as Its present. "Concord flgtu" has given
It a history which no other town can Justly claim,
and It has, besides, maintained iueir so well In
bearing its proud pre-eminence that nobody win
deny tbat it la in every way worthy of lis history.
People who navo been sounding the praises of
New England have made it typical 01 New England
towns in general; but the truth is it is as muoft un¬

like the manufacturing villages as the adot>e ham.
lets of New Mexico. In the lactory towus the
bouses are not built in streets, but set up in rows.

Line dwelling Is aa much like another as the
brother tenplna In a bowling alley. In Concord
.ach houso Betrays the taste of its owner, and
nearly every dwelling has its tradl*
tlons and ita story, coming into the vii»
tage by the Lexington road.the way
the grenadiers earn* in 1775.the first build-
ing of note is the Wayside School in the house
built by Hawthorne when he determined to desert
the Old Manse. It is a wooden structure, two sto¬
ries in height, and is surmounted by a little box
everlooklng the roof in which the sky romanctst
had bis study. This box was accessible only by a

trap, upon wnich tbe novelist placed his library
Dhalr, and, by thus keeping tne world at hay, jus¬
tified the lines of the poet in which he is described
u one

with genius so shrinking and rare
That you hardly at first see the strength that is

there.
? little further on and still nearer the village Is

Alcott's residence, the home alao of his two

fitted daughters. It is an old bouse, negleoted
In appearance, but surrounded by ample grouuds,
which ar* capable of being made very lovely In
the springtime and summer. A rustic lence, now

also much In decay, built of pine and cedar
branches, gathered irom the neighboring thickets
and woven togetner by Mr. Alcott's own Hands,
snoloses tbe grounds and separates them Irom

the atreet. Across the war and still a little

nearer the village, just beiore tbe turn or tbe

road and tbe ridge, wbloa forms the background
of all this picture, reveals the more thickly set¬

tled part of the town, is tbe dwelling or Ralph
Waldo Emerson. It Is a square house, without

pretensions, and lacks charms or any kind

in its situation and surroundings. Tbe ground
on wbloh It stands Is low and almost marshy, and

being across the street It has not the ridge behind
It as oave the others to lend it plcturesqneness.
Then comes the village proper, bugging tbe bill on

the north and east and kissing the river to the

south and west. Here the main atreet intersects
tbe road, extending trom a point opposite tbe old

graveyard, wbloh forms the oentre or the ridge,
almost in the direction of the old South Bridge,
held by a company of British grenadiers April 10,
1776, while their comrades were being beaten a

mile below. On this street Is tbe bouse where

Mit Sunday President Grant, like Uosea Blglow,
Is to go a-vlsltin' the judge,
Wbose gardlng whispers with the river's edge.
Near to Judge Hoar's Is tbe rural retreat of Mr.

Fredcrio Hudson, wnose "History of Journalism
in the United stares" Is a proud monument to Dls

awn achievements In tbe journalistic profes¬
sion. Tboreau, who waa a recluas, lived lartber

away at Walden Pond, while near tbe North
Bridge, wnere the first battle of the Revolution
took place ia the Old Manse, celebrated aa tbe

residence of tbe Rev. William Emerson, tbe grand¬
father of the Carlyle of Conco'd and the minister

lere In tbe Revolutionary era. Mr. Emerson
witnessed tbe battle between the men whom bis

frandson has so grandly named tbe "embattled

termers" and toe Brlttab grenadiers from an

appcr window ot bia nouse, wbtob commanded a

new of both positions, aod be teatifled in hta

liar/ tbat alter tne invader diacbarged his first
sbot bo "wss uneasy Ull the fire was returned,"
tboegh be anew that "their numbers were more

tnan treble oura."
TUB PROVINCIAL PARADE OROCND.

rn# apot overlook#-! by tbe bold and patriotic
Concord clergyman, eoon to become ao famous in

llatory. la now known aa tne Provincial Parade
Bronnd. The Knguah ware nrat on tbe ground
and held toe town. It waa a long wait wbicb the

patrlota nad toat night, lor Mr. Longfellow naa

to.d ua in bta cantering roraa of tna mianght
ride or Pan) Revere that.

It wax one by tbe village clock
wneu lie galloped la to Lexington.

And the poet added, with something of poetic
Ucanae. it maat be conieaaed, mat.

It waa two by the Tillage clock,
When be caiue to tno bridge in Concord town.
He neard tbe oieaung 01 the flock
And tbe twitter o( birds among the tree*.
And fe.t tne t>n*a»h oi tbe morning breaze

Blowing over tbe meadowa brown.
It Paal Revere nad reached Concord at all that

nubt he would have come to tba town before he

got to the bridge; bat the truth » that be waa

captured at Lexington, and the reat of his self-

Imposed duty waa perf rmed by Samuel Preecott,
a young doctor belonging to Concord, wno carried
the newa ol tbe affray on tne green to bia towna-

Dian. But thla la blatory, and we have only to do
with the parade ground, where tbe provinciate
marched down (rota the contlguoua alopea to

nattle for their country. It la a beautiful spot oy
nature, and capable of every adornment which
art can bestow. Tbe laay stream creepa Idly by,
and ou tta banks, where they fell tbat day, aleep
tba two Brinab soldiers, the firat or the enemy to

fall in tbe atruggle lor American Independence.
A atone wall, extending trom the river to the

feignway, baa been ouilt over their grave, and a

rude atone, rudely carved, telle tne place or
their aepuitnre. Near by la tbe rotive tablet

raiaed in 1830 to commemorate tbe deed,
and acrosa the atream, now aa then apanned by a

ample bridge, la the spot where tne "embattled
tarmera" atood and Davis and Hoamer felt The
new atatae or tbe -'minute man" leaving bta

plough turned in tne lurrow, but bearing bta

truaty rifle with him, has Men erected here: and
here, in sight of the hills irom which tbe provtn-
elaia Died two and two to the music or the "White
Cockade.''It will be unveiled on Monday. Tbe
acene haa changed ant little In a hundred years, and
the apirlt which animated the American people then

.till survives to And expression on tma apot. Tne
billa and flelds are etui the same, a lew rencea
more and a rew stones less being tne onlychangee
wrought by time in the arena of tbe Concord tight.
Ae I atood on thia niatorlc ground tbia morning,
the early sunshine bathing the hlila with life and

light, and recalled all tbat had ever been wd me

of tnat glorious day. toe whole acene aeemed to

reawaken in my imagination, and i eouid almost
aee the astonished grenadiera turn and flee by tba
road they had come, while

the farmera gave t hem ball for bail
From ^emud ea>h Tence and barnyard wail.
Chasing the redcoats lown he lane,
Tuen crossing tne il<-id* to emerge again
Coder tne trees at the turn of me road,
And onl* pausing to fire and load.

UNCHANOINii CONCORD.
Few battle scenes have undergone ao few

.hangra. In twelve years tbe marks of tne great
atruggle at Gettysburg nave been more obliter¬
ated than the fleld of Concord flgnt in a hundred.
But Concord is slow to change in any respect. It
clings as tenaciously to its old customs as to ita
old memories. So atrlkingly Is this lact Illustrated
tha' It it) almost a Puritan village to-day. True,
the Ir sh have come here as they come everywhere
where they arc needed.I'at io do the farmwork,
winch Jotiu Hancock, a* a boy, would hardly have
deigned to ti^tiac, and lind^et to do tlie cooking
a lid liaking, In which Dorothy Quinry wai an

aud tb»y have bunt tbelr anog 11.tie Cath-
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olic cnurch, surmounted with the symbol so hurt-
ml to the Puritan conscience, right m tbo heart of
the village. Bo also the poet could slog with truth
of Emerson, who Is tne great high priest or Con¬
cord philosophy to-day, as his grandiather was

the chief Judge and arbiter of Concord theology a
hundred years ago. mat
'tm refreshing to old-fashioned people like me
To meet such a primitive pagan a* he,
In whose mind all creatiou is duly reanected
As parts of himself.Just a Utile projected.
But, in spite of its Catholic church and Its

Unitarian departure from old-fashioned Presby-
tenanlsm and lis pagan philosophy, Concord Is
still, as I said before, almost a Puritan town, and
In prooi of It I submit the lollowlng cnrlous docu¬
ment, which I encountered everywhere In my
rambles over the village :.

COMMONWEALTH
.or.

massachusetts.
Middlesex, ss. To either ot the Constables of the

Town ol Concord.
Grketinq :.
You are hereby authorised and dlreoted to notify

and warn the qualified voters of the
FIRST hakisu IK CONCORD.

In salt'. County of Middlesex, to meet at tha Vestry
of tne Meeting House of said First Parish,

on Monday, the 12th dav of April lost,
at seven anil one-half o'clock in i tie evening, then
and there to act and vote noon the loilowiag
articles, to wit:.
1st.To choose a Moderator.
3d-To near and act upon the report of the

pari«h committee.
8d.To hear atid act upon the report of the

Trustees of tne Congregational Ministerial Fund.
41 a.To caouse all Parish officer* tor the ensuing

year.
6th.To see If the Part's will dispense with the

Evening service during the summer months.
6th.to raise uiouey lor all Parochial purposes

lor the ensuing year.
7>li.To see u tne Parish will fix any time for

the Payment ot Taxes, or aot in any way in regard
to the same.
And v«u are hereby directed to serve this war.

rani by'posting conic* thereof, 0/ you attested,
in at least tnree punilo placet* In said town, one
of which shall be at tne door oi the Meeting House,
elgnt davs and including two Sundays t>»iore said
12th day ol April, and vo nave this warrant, with
your doings tnereon.ai sai l mseting.
witoe«s our hands this third day of April, In

the year or our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and seventy-five.

JOHN BROWN. ) p-rtlhHENRY F. smith,
ueorofl P. UOW, ) CommittM.

A true copy: Attest. .

The Constable attests this with his own hand
and publisnes it, and all the members or tha First
eburoh are as mnch bound by It aa the peopia o'
New Tora are bound by the action of the Tax Com*
missioners or whatever body it la that has
authority to sssess them, eo that it will be seen
that In Concord religion is atlil a matter or tha
State or which the minion* of tna law have official
cognizance. Only one or two parishes besides.
probably only Quiacy.still retains tols ratio or
Puritanism; but it is, i thins, conc.uslve proof
that Concord is unchanging Concord.

THB TOWN LIBRARY OF CONCORD.
Bnt If Concord la slower than most placea in

some respects It te also raster than all other towns
la others. It has, for Inatance, the bast town
library in the United states; the most nmque, the
handsomest and tbe airiest building; the beet
selection or baoks and tbe largeit number and
beet set or reader*. The building te the gift of
William Munroe. who wae a Boston merchant resi¬
dent in the town. Ha planned and built it at
bla own expense, and leri a sufficient land to pre¬
vent it from aver going to decay, and then did
not even aak or consent tbat it should oa called
by bis name. Mr. Munroe's bust baa been placed
in the library apartment, Just in rront ol tha
alcove devoted to "Concord authors," and thta
is tbe only evidence or his mantficence to be
seen anywnere about the banding. The Concord
alcove contalna the writings of fcmersou, Haw¬
thorne, Thoreau, tbe Alcotts, father and daughter;
Mrs. Jane Austin, and oihera of scarcely leea note
than some of these. Among tbe curiosities of this
alcove is a volume ol sermons preached in Con¬
cord more than 230 years ago. The title of this
boos is as follows:.
tub gosril covenant; or, TBI covenant or

i.KACE OPEN id.
wherein ere explained

l. i ne difference net ween the covenant of graoa
and covenant of works.

3. rue dineretir admtatatration ol tha covenant
beiore and since Christ

3. i he benefits and blessings of It.
4. Tne condition.
5. i ne properties or It.
Preacned in concord, in Hew England, by Peter

rnu' iey, sometime fellow or John's coiladce, in
Cambridge.

i n dished accordini to order.
London, printed by M. s. for Benjamin Allen

snu are to t>e sold at tha croune, in Popee-nead
Alley, 1646.
This old book wss picked np in London by Mr.

George F. Hoar, member or Congress from Wor¬
cester, and by him It was presented to the library
ol his native town two years ago. In such a town,
wits such a library and such associations aad
auch great men, it is no wonder we should be
told.
Yonder, calm as a cloud, Alcott stalks in a dream,
And fancies hlrose.t in thy groves. Aca :om»,
With tne Parthenon ntgn aad the uilve b^es o'er

him,
And never a lart to perplex him or bore him.
With a -niijt room at Plato'* when nignt romps to

walk to.
And people irom morning tin midnight to talk to.
The inhabitants are as rcmarkanie as tne town

Itself; but it would lak a volume to tail even half
oi what 1 know al out them.

concord celebrations in tub past.
As Concord fight began tha American Kavoin

tion, so Concord town has been celebrating it
«ver unce. In 1626, fllty years aifcer the oonfllct at
North Bridge, the corner scone of a monument
was !ai<i In the centre ol the Tillage to commem¬
orate the event. Edward £v«rett, then In the
freshness and splendor or his powers as an orator,
delivered the oration.one or ube greatest efforts
or his lire. In I8afl the modest monument on the
site of the British position was erected, and it was
for that occasion Kalpn Waldo Kmerson wrote the
splenald hymn now 40 o.ten quoted. In I860 there
was a general celebration at Coooord or all the
towns, Lexington participating. On this 0 caslon
Robert Rantool, Jr., of Beverly, was the orator,
and Everett was present and made one or the
aiter-dinner speeches. Ruins Choate waa also
among the guests, and responded to the toaat of
"Lexington Common and Ooncord North Bridge."
dosing with bis famous iwnttment of "American
Nationality." On the platform were Jonathan
Harrington, of Lexington, aged ninety-two, and
Amos Baker, of Lincoln, of the age or ninety-lour,
bota participants in the «vente or that grand loth
of April, tsaKor was In ttie fight at the bridge, and
Barrlnsrton the flier oi the Lexington company.
Both now aleep with tnetr comrade* who had gpnebefore, and there are tfcweven of the chlldrt." of
these grand old patrtoca left 10 participate In *he
centennial ol their glory. Wheu the next centen¬
nial anniversary of too "Concord flabi" lareachid,
none or tboae who nonv celebrate Its first century
of bleisings will be alive to commemorate the sec¬
ond ; but who can doubt that out of theae patriolc
eativlties, and thoae whion are to follow la the
next eight years, liberty will take a new birth aid
our grandchildren and great-grandchildren re¬
ceive throagh us the gilt wtiich came from oar
grandfathers snd great-grandfathers. it is a con¬
summation most devoutly to oe wished, and *e
can omy pray that the exclamation or Samuel
Adams, when be heard the guns at Lexington,
"This la a glorioua morning!" mar prove as truly
propnone in the itaure as they Have proved la tae
past.

OUTBREAK OF THE REVOLUTION.
COKCOltD, Maes., April 16, 1176.

Br thl* m ir bridge that crossed the flood.
Their llaa to April's brent- untur.ed.

litre once the embattled farmers stood
Ana fired iho *not heard rounj the world.

It la only natural, perhapa, that a hundred yeara
alter the American Revolution Lexington and
Concord ahould oe ngotlng the first battle or the
war over again. Whatever pains we may take to
aecure the truth of history It la never anre. it
waa a great point with onr ancestors that the war
(or Independence should begin aa a war of reeiat*
ance, and this Ming toe caae It becornea a grave
and important queetlon with ua who fired that
first snor, whicb Lord Chatham predicted would
aeparate the two countries. On the part or the
Brltiah manv blows were struck before toe
eruel massacre at Lexington aroused the
American people to action; but the blows were
not returned till that April morning when *a
flock or lankeea" met the flower 01 the Brltiah
armv at Concord Bridge. All thia is now a mooted
point; but as to the tact, 1 think tnere is V*
amplest teatimooy. One day those "embattletf'
larmera" fought against the King, and they swore
10 the occurrences the next beiore the King's jus¬
tices of the peace. At tnat time Lexington did
not claim to have returned Major Pitcaira'a firs,
while concord boldly avowed tne resiatance whl«fc
gave the Old North Bridge the first place m Amev
lean biatory. Mr. Eaward Everett Bale tell* ta
that when a New England historian related ta
Henry clay the story of the depoeitiona wntn
followed toe battiea or the loth of April, 1776, tie
great orator and etatesman waa much amued
and said. "Tell me that again." It aoroabo*
seems necessary to tell It once more alter tl<
lapse of ico yeara, for. notwithatandiog the paias
tnat were taken to aecure the truta of htatoty,
Lexington and Concord are far from agreeug
abont It to-day. Each is getting np a celeoratba
oflta own, and there is almost aa mu^exoitemfet
over it as when It waa learned irom Panl Kevfre
and Ebeneser Dorr and Dr. ttamuei Preeeott* itot
Lieutenant Colonel smith s column bad been ftr-
ned over iroin Boston to Pbipp'a iarm, la r<d»-
brtdge, daring the night, ana was on the way 10

deatroy the provincial atorea at Coneord. It la *a

very pretty quarrel aa It stands," and has been
tne source ol some bright wit aa well ae warn
controversy. Major Piteairn's unfortunate pisto*-
sbot on Lexington Common ted to the drat loaa *f
lile in the American Kevolunon. The volley fired
by the Brittsb In that historic town killed eight «r
the patriots and wounded many othera, but the*
was no reslstsnce, and the co umn pressed on to
concord. Here Smith's force was met by the
"Minute Men" irom Acton and other neigfctarfag
towns, tue determination or Revere to

spread tb» alarm
Through every Mldnieiex village ami tann
For the country mik* to he up and arm

having been accomplianed tar and wide, and the
two men killed on the spot where the new siatne
has been erected were both Acton men. Tnls led
to the ramoua toast at the I'nlon celebration a

quarter ol a century ago, proposed by nu.^oign
man"Concord flght.Concord gave tb; ground
an cton furnished the men." tint as between

Lexington ami concord it has come to b» no

Joking matter, though the iact that they should
be quarrelling over the glories or tha
past in their iresent determined way 1a
in itself a joke, the whole point at issue being at

what point the war began. Tnls la a poor pan I
know, but I do not believe the aitcr-dinner
speeches next Monday will supply a better one,
and at any rate It ih not more absurd than to sea
these people fighting the first battle of the Rovo-
lotion all over again. To my mind the quaint
phraseology 01 n hundred years ano deiermlnes
the whole matter In dispute, and forever aetties
the question as to which place Is entitled to the
moat oredtt lor that day when

the embattled farmer* .toolAnd flred the (hot heard round ihe world.
It was the custom of our grandfathers to speak

of "Lexington alarm"' and "Concord light," and
"the shot hesra round th? *orld" wns not tired
till grenadier and patriot met lace to race at Con-
cord Bridge. There never was a "Battle of Lex¬
ington" at all until afer "Concord fight," as the
bridge has been telling the "raoniment" now
bese many years, and 1 for one, while confessing
a proper American reverence for everybody's
grandfather, do not hesitate to sty that on the
18th or April, IT'S, Kaiph Waldo Emerson's had the
advantage of Theodore Parker's. It may be trua
enough that when old John Parker saw the gr*>-
adtsra coming aa oe waited ;or tnem by the meAt-
ln£ aonse In Lexington, his single drum beating
the first noi# of resistance ail the wnile, he
ottered the worda attributed to rum by tradition,
..If they mean to have war, let it begin here."
But it la more certain that the response to Pit-
cairn'a even more lamous utterance, "Ve villains,
ye rabals, disperse 1 Damn ye! Way don't ye lay
down your arms and disperse!" was complete,
If not instant obedience. William Emerson,
of Concord, on the other hand, teatlfled in bla
diary that he "waa nneaay till the fire was re¬
turned," and be aaw it returned with intereat aa
soon almost as it waa reoelved. Captain Parker
bimaeli declared tnat he ordered ins oompany to
disperse ana not to fire, and it is only repeating
an old story to say that the Lexington patriots
did not return the fire of their enemies, Mr.
Edward Everett Uaie to tne contrary not*ith-
standing. It mnat have been ao or else the depo-
anions whloh Mr. nsle tells n« wsra to "secora
the truth of history" were a cowardly lie. Thia la
a conclusion 1, lor one. would ba alow to accept,
and It certainly reflects no discredit npon the 180
militia of tba Lexington company.only sixty of
whom could be nastily got together when tne cry
waa rataea, "The Keuuisrs are coming".that
they tailed to reaiat 800 grenadiers trained to arma
and aeeklng to orovoke a conflict.

Till PR SPA RATION 8 POR WAR.
Before attempting to picture the historic scenes,

ao fall oi frnttiol themes lor the hla onan and poet
as well aa the patriot, it is neceesary to have a
clear understanding ol the events which led to the
"Concord fight." The province of Massachusetts,
and. indeed, all the provinces, under the leader¬
ship of men like Hancock and t&e Adamses, JohnI and Samuel, were ripe for rebellion, If not yet pre¬pared lor revolution. A provincial Congress had
seen established at Salem ana Concord, and the
militia waa organized for resistance In caae of

.i necessity. Military stores were provided, and
/ this quiet Massacnuaetts village, now eapeo-
dally remarkable as the home ot phlloeopny
and tne aeat of the muse*, then the princi¬
pal inland town in New England, waa the chief
atorehonae of the provisions. Every farmer's barn,
tne Town Honae. the court House, the tavern
ahad and the miller's loft all were ailed with the
muniments and munitions ol war. Tenia, can-
noo. cartriugea, canteens, cartouch boxes, round
anot, grape, canister, sheila, spades, picks, bill-
hooka, axea, wheelbarrows, wooden platea and
spoons, boiaters, belts and saddles, rice, fish and
dour and many other artlciea "too numerona to
mention," were coliacted hera, and colonel
James Bairett was made the custodian of all
these treaaarea. Tne Committee of Safety and
Supplies by which this astonishing oatfli had been
gathered.the tents alone numbering 1,100.
aware ot Ita dangerous character as well as ita
preclons quality, not only enjoined colonel Bar¬
rett to "keep watch day and night" over the
stores, bnt never to '"so much aa mention the
name powder, lest our enemies snonld take
Hdvantage of It." At the same time uen-
eral Gage bad an army at Boatoo read/
to qoeil the apirlt of resistance everywhere mani¬
fest, and ss the Concord secret could not be kept,
such aacrets being as unsafe as a woman'a, the cap-
tore oi tne Concord atore houses snd the deatruo-
tloo of the stares was a uece-suv. He took nts
measures accordingly, but his movements were as
dtmcult of concealment as the presence of the
military atores at Concord. II lories stole to
Boston to tell of the doings of toe patriots the
patriots weie equall* alert and active in watching
tne operations of the Britian. uage's intended
movement was revealed iven before it begun. A
babbling woman, partly intoxicated, apoae of it
it Hall's distillery. A sergeant major communi¬
cated it to Jasper, the gonsmittu No sooner had
It begun than Dorr, tne leather dres«er, carried
the news over Boston Neck and througn Roxbnry
to Lexington, while Paul Revere, impatiently
waiting for the signal lights in tne spire of tne oul

Snrtn churca. was ready to gallop awav on the
grtIUC errand. The story of that mMmgnt Journey
has o.-ten been joid. but never so well a* in Long¬
fellow's neautifnl verse, which riva s even Bu¬
chanan Head's dsshing description or the not less
inmous rule ot "Shenilan, Sheridan, Cavai'y Sheri¬
dan," nearly a hundred jears later. It waa necas.

aary to pass through the Tillage to rench riark's
house, where Hancock and Adams were staying,
and one can almost see, «s wuti Revere's eyes
io-dnjrf

Panod: .

¦" b»".

it «ho i"iT """Xl n.'h.nt
At the bloody work tho.v would loo* upon.

JIARcn OF THE OREXADIEHS.
The news thus scattered over the countrr was

responded to by the miuute-men lr. an the towns
r m ambridge to Concord, ao I Colonel Smith.

*" ,n "mmand or tho column, saw the
necessity ol eroding back for reinioreements.
even before he wa, fairly on his way. Tneso.
under Lord Percy, did not reach nitn till he was
far on mi return, beaten, dispirited and almost
estvoyed, and ic is no wonder that Percv, too,
was doomed to disaster when it is remembered
that a Roxburv boy, who sat on a wall to see

""*. recalling; the legend ol his n>.bi« house
ominously said to him. -You go out by Yanked
Doodle but you will come tuck by Chevy th*»e."

e main force le.t Uo.ton *n6r ten o'clock at
n:gm on the 18th, the good ! people of that
town oeiug usually ln ia8^. b(ld, be.or-
thMt boor. Embarking in boats supplied by the
naval vessels in the harbor, the little army was
conveyed irju> the no torn of tne Common, near
where ih- old Providence depot stood, to Lech-
mero a Point, nol iar from where tho Insane
Asylum now stands. Theuoe it too* up Ha marco
through Cami ridite and toetonomy, now West
Cambridge, toward Lexington. Major Pitcairn
was in the advance with six companies 01 light
infantry. It is not certain wnetner he knew that
old Jonn Patker, the grandfather 01 Theodore, was

waiting to receive him on tho little green in iront
of Lexington church, but at all events he did his
work ao well that Parker believed no enemy wa<

coming, ia spue of the news which Revere had
broofm, and dismissed hU company o meet at
the tap 01 tne drum. Pltoatrn captured
all His scouta .-xcopt one, ThaJdeus Dow-
man, who rrache I Lexiogton ju«t in time
to allow the militia to form ln two ranks a little
north 01 the meeting house, while toe English
were ao near tney could hear the arum call the
men to arms. Tne march was immediately hast*
.nd to a double-quick. Pitcairn galoping in ad¬
vance and uttering tnat historic exclamation
wnichwiu make hia name execrated while the
history or the Amencjn Revolution la recited.
There were some desultory shots from the Eng¬
lish, and tbeo a volley irom the whole line, the
Americans being quietly dispersed, witn a loss of
el*ht killed and nine wounded. They sleep near
where they lell. a modest monument noting their
Isst resting place. There may have been one or
two shots Bred in response, though even on this
point authorities differ, but the English gave
three cheers in recognition or vicory, and nressed
on to Concord, where ibey captured the town and
took potaeaaion or bom bridges.

IHk SCENE OF ACTIOX.
Sunday was a splendid day. Toe skies were

bine and bright and the air aa naimy as in mid-
summer. Tnoogn tne prospect was not ao nne as

on the l»:h of April. 1776, the grass not yet being
green nor the treea in bioeaom. It waa jnst the
day to tee. lor the flrst time, the scene ot action
at North Bridge, Coocord, one hnndred yeara ago.
In tne afternoon 1 walked down Monument street
to the bridge to look at toe spot where irsedom's
oattie in America began with shot and shell.
Homebody told me an ancestor of General Grant
was in the trav, and as I looked upon the scene-
two hillsides gently sloping down ,t0 the
placid river which crceps rather than
rnns between, snd recalled the fact that the
President la to be here in a tew days to take
part in the coming festivities, I thought of ao in¬

cidental chat I once had with him on the art of
war. which has a peculiar apposireness when ap.
piled to.the eventa of the fleld upon which i was
gazing. This was the conversation:-
"loubave lately returned from Coba. Mr Cor

respondent T"
"Yes, Your Excellency."
"How no the Spaniards and Cnbans fight f"
"From different sides o; hill, Mr. President."
"And where do they put the hills f'»
'.Between thorn."
.An 1" he said, langiilug very heartily, don't

think we ever did that, but in our war both sides
occasionally lound a stream between the two
armies a great oonvenienc

It must be conieised it wss a decided con¬
venience to both sides at "Concord flirht." if
tuere bad been no river there would nave been no

bridge and u there had been no bridge, I believe,
tUrre would have been no battle. It was a nice!
romantic baitie neld to marcn down to; it was

even, as the British foun.i It, a good place to run

sway irom. 1 think tne stream g.tve courage to
both sides.to the Americans to attack, to the
Engiish to flee. Aa I looked upon the scene I could
fancy 1 saw Colonel Smith's lorce homing me
bridge, while tne lovely slopes beyond were made
to appear terribly earnest by the little band or
patriots whom Kmerson has so lelicltous.y called
the ..embattled farmer*.'> niowiy the gathering
"minute-men," tot. weak in numbers to meet the
etietuv. had retreste.t beiore the lorces ol His >la- '

les v the King until the town was completely in
uie hands ol the Invader, while Its defenders were
on Ponkawtansnt Hill, nearly a mile away on the
other bios o( the river 1 h« vin«v* or r:.,no.,rd is

built along the outer nase of a semtoi
which extends irom Hawthorne's cev
the Old Manse, from which tie gathere
dcllcate moaaes. The enemy entered l<«

Inglon road, covering the ridga with 1 t

mishers as he advanced. When first u n
Conoord militia he had passei the apot
Ralph Wakio Kmorson reaidca ami wae *

la now the centre 01 the town. At
Dad been ta^en the day before to i 11

store* Colonel Hmlth Jound little ?

but n« halted lila rorces lor some time

inn lor the reinforcements he had t

Dumg his stay Major Pitcilrn, who wi>

ing iel!ow, but no L-rd Dundreary re¬
entered the village tavern and poured s

of brandy, which he sweetened to hta
not fln<nn^ a spoou 10 s'lr it lie mlxea i

fingers. At the samo time lie said In ol <1
fashiou that that wkb tue wav he wou u

the biood of tne Ynnkeea beioro tne da
Some hours :at«r no wa* unh«rs»d
going nway, doieatca and disgiored.
llest enernvmg of iheao scenes lie la re
na standing with a ap.v-gisss in Ml* h -

old cemetary in the middle 01 thi \

graveyard lormlng a part of the rldae. i

to this da: a striking tenture of 'he ol
"CONCOltn FfGHT."

While Pltcairn was drinking in the u
surveying tho sccne irom the ridg'
cemetery, the patriot loro? was rapl<il t

lug. and Smith's delay proved preciou .<. i
them. At Inst the main oody ol the en' <1
once more, however, and. passing tue
where the touwi minister 01 the t a
Waido Emerson's ernndiather. the
(Fathered near ihe North Bridge, >

manded the village and separated it i- ..

lenders. A detachment was fent aero --h
tor the More* believed to oe secreted C >ii
Barrett's house* two milos distant. 1 . a.
other detachment guarded the 8out
which was further up the river. It was sttii as
early as nine o'clook in the morning. 1 r.
as mo spring whs a forward one the -i^ne
have been exceedingly lovely and pt< ;:rex:
Tne present season Is a late one. and a'er
covets much ot the ground thar. was s U ear t.
on April 10, 1770; but in spite ot this It is d:tri t

even now to find many lovelier spots. Cor
lortunate not only in owning a battle fie ne
first in the history ot the Republic.out 1.0 r :
one ihat is so beuutnul. It is im;>ossn>i. »

up n this grouud, so rich In historic t 't ..1
aud m.ide so grand by tne heroio det mm »

of a lew nieu, without leeling that uatu
In lavishing bo much beauty upon l> "

are the bills as of yore, chinge t 01 y in
a lew unimportant pirticuiara. Ther reie* t
fouidors, perhaps, and some st >ne f>
up the slopes into Held*: o it the fl :i at»
aauie, and they lorm the But'rlck e^t -iow

they did then. Major John Buttrtck, 0 *n .

the battle field, commanded tne attacM'-g pam
and he left a proud legac? to hta cire>. %m
grandchildren and great-grandchiidret out
in his farm, hut in his fan*. His gran 1 on,
man IIuttricK, died only last Deoemo ~ :t 'n
descendants still look with priae noon 1 cue
01 his exploits, and there ars still s 0
bloou to celeorate hia dosda 01 one hun <m >-1

ago. Down the King's hlghwav, aide !>¦ dde
Maior Uunrl-k, marched Capraln Isa un-. uf
Acton, wno, with a member of hi ut ay,
Abuer Oosmer, w.is the only m in to ia e

struggle at the hndge. It had bee 1 >e pur-
poae ol the Concord men all thi mnr i.ig
10 resist.to return shot lor sh'Jt. "Le tn
our ground," said William E nerson. wne

liberty pole had beeu abaudone I And r. . f >*i-
tlon tafcen. "Il we die let us die hrr Mors
prudent counsels preva led, and an 1 «r la r,
when urged to attacK Colonel Eioazir. ok» ile*
tnnrred, "It will not do," ue said, "for a > 10 t>e. ia
the war." Hut Isaac Davii had stiriel that
mornlna from Acton, declaring, "ItM K1
highway, and we have the right to mar - up >r. 1.
tf *e muron va Bo»toe." SmoXs r it '3" t
town, and Colonel B irrett gave Malor E - ae
order to lead the attacking party don 1 1

"Men. if yon w.l! 01 0* mo," Uu trie "»«
will go now and see wnat they are ae -u oa
the way he met Davis at tin neac at
the mlnnte-tnen, and w ule the two w ¦> .« m ,r< f\
tng into the J iwi of dea'h side by aide, tie Ac 1
Hero saiu, "Th >re la not a man 01 n y ».
who is araio." iwo p ants had bet t i.*.iup
from me bridge, and more were too re u ved,
bat the Americans ordered toe Bri Is 11 o de- u
The responBe was the volley wmon K 1
and Hoauier. The Ore was ret'iroed nit <i« r
effect, and in a moment tbe astonished trauao rt
were in conioaion and retrosring. !.« t c*.-l
were left where they leil. Keiolorcemet it-kM
the stampede for tbe moment, bat tue ex> p e .'

these at tna bridge was oantagioas, an . 0 the
whole column wae flying ny the roa t U e »me. roe
Americans crossed tne bills in the rear 0: ir.
Reyes' boose, still standing between t 3 >> u
oeid and tne village, an 1 aitor trave *icg t
meadows berond the ridge and being ;i J '¦»
the men irom umerica an Reading, a> ut u el
tne enemy battle at Memam's corner. t
cannot more fitly deacrloe the scene at thv s
tnan those chosen by Mr. Longfellow wbea e . *
oat-

Hew the farmers gave Ihem bal( for ba :,
Kr m bfhtnd each teuce *nl farnvarJ *ail
Chasing *be red-coats down tn? lane,
1b«n crowng the f.eids to em r»« sgali
l ndsr the trees at tne turn of the roai.
And only pauiing to (Ire anJ load.

TH* ITAVPSDK Of THE OlUtXAMTtr.S.
It was nigh noon *h*n tbe stsmpe ; 1 .

Irretrievable, and aucn was his de*pa> t :a .re-
ditlon saj ¦ Colonel .-mith would have si ; re .tcre.,
at Merrlam's Corner It he could bave >un my
one to accept hia aword. Bat tne purs M w .1
disorderly as tbe retreat, and bittie lollc 1 >*"

all the way to Cambridge. The Kirn
went 0) tbe King's tunbway, and the Pr .» «

kept to the Seide and woods. Moat of the t

since disappeared, and only a few pinea g
cinstera nere and there denote the a
tbe country muat have presented. The d
longer mas over the surface 01 the bil '

been cut down and graded to m-jet m era n
ceseitiea. Over the rough and uneven w . m f 1.
the British grenadier ran and battled as - \'
could, while the farmers, skilled in the n« >

rifie, and deadly in Ita aim. dropped the u 1 v.

wounded in great numbers by the
Merrlam's Corner le Merriam'e Corner e ut .

¦0 longer shows any traces of tne eacoi tli «

on the spot by the brook wnere two mo t sb
soldiers bit the dast. A little further c w. ta»
Wo<>,i, and on both eides of It tbcre wa

etruggle, first with tbe fcadbury > tay,
end then with tbe wnoie pursuing iorce , t .»
tbo edge 01 l/ncjln, where tbe severest m actet
of the day took place. Bat every blilsi n »^*s
battle field, aimu»t every iree a iortre*«, ».. d %k

tbe attack continned till the grenadier rushel
down tne hill into Lexington, up wincn . let h-u
marcned so gaylv in the early morning n 1

captain Parker end nis militia baltaetr op uta

nity. and they improved it, and here, at two ..

tu the afternoon, occurrei tbe laat regular c c

of tbe day. This was tbe real oatue 01 Lea
but the massacre of tne morning did n. e t
arouse the American people on that d.T,
many days tnsu all the straggles ot that ov
19 0 01 Anril. At Lexington Colonel 8mi *

loined by Lord Pcrcy'a brigade; bnt tlte 1

iea< continued al er a ah >rt re-t a.

was no respite for tne uneruru'
ot tne Provincials until tne ¦.»

grenadiers reached Cainoridge and w

uuder the g'Jiis in tbe harbor, ine Br
300 men mat day. pronamy many more, w

American U>«s was less than 10X 'I he K
besides, an em.lra in America, tor int
indepen«-ence na<i at last begun. Outc; u
regular pursuit sprung regnlar organizati
soon there was an army ol patriots ia C <

town. It was indeed --a glorious morn
saiunet Adams said when lie heard the
the niaa*acre at Lexington, btiw tne giori.
eventug w«re ewn moto effuig' nt, and "l >

fight" gave birth »o Kutiker Hid and the f« 1

July aud ad the grand actdevemenw wun ir mtv
mane the American name honored wheft ve *
atorv of that ts told.


